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SHEWETH, | 
SEES Hat alchough we are as carneftly defirous of a ſafe and wel grounded Pedee, 
and that.a tinallend were.pur-to all the troubles and miſeries of the Com- 
= mon-wealth, as auy ſort, of meu whatſoever: Yet conſidering upon what 
rounds we engaged on your. part in the late and preſent .Wars, and how 
| S*% far {by our1o doing), we apprehend our ſelves concerned, Give us leave 
{before you conclude as by the Treaty in hand.) ro acquaint you firſt with: the ground and 
Yeiſon which induced us 10 4id you ago thcKing and His Adherents. Secondly, What our 
Appedetegs are of this Treaty. Thirdly, What we expected from you, and do ſtill moſt 
denure. | 
(B) Be pleaſed thereforero undeiand, that we had:not.eugaged,on your part, but that wee judg- 
e1-this Honourable Houſe to be uhe Supreame Amtbority of Evgland, as chofen by, and repreſeating 
Yhe People 3 and-entrufted wich abſolute power for redrelle of Grievances, and provifion for 
Safety': and that the King was but at the molt the chief publique Officer of this Wy 
and accomptable tothis Houſe (the repreſentative of the People, from whomall juſt Autho- 
rity is, or ought to be denived) far diſcharge of His Office: Andiif we had not been conk- 
tent hereof, we had been deſperateiy.. mad toave-taken.up Armes, 'or to have-been aidis 
and affiving in maintaining 4 Warggeinft Him z The Laws of che Land making it expre 
a crime no leflethen T-afartor any to raiſe War againſt the King, & _ | 
' TC) But when we confeder the manifold ws. brought upon the Nation,by the King,His Lords, 
#14 Biſhops and that this Honourable:Houle declared their deepe ſence thereof; and that,(for 
Zotitittuance ba power which thad fo oppoſed 6) it was evident the'King intended 30ruiſe F ores, 
#44 0 make War ; and that if He, did {et.ap His Standard, it tended tothe:diliolucion of.the 
Goyernment : upon, this, kuowzyg the ſafety of 'thepeepie30 beabove.Law, and that rojuege 
thereof tainedto the Sqpreame Anthority, and not to che Supreame Magiſtrate, and-be- 
ing ſitished in our Conſciences, that the publique ſafety and freedome was in jmaminent daa- 
ger we concluded we had mot only a juſt canſeto-maintaine';. buc te Supreame Authority of 
he-Narion, to julkific, dekend, and indempaitie us. in cime to.came, in what we -houldiper- 
forme by direQtion thereof 3. rhough 2gaiuftihe kenowne: Jaw of the Land, or anyinfcriour. 
(D): And as this. our undarftanding wig:begortea. rin, ug by priaziples of right ;rhafon, ſo 
were we confiemed therein by their ona/proceedinos,os by your damdemning theſe Judges avhe | 
in the cale of Ship-money had declared todeng 20:be \Ludps of dafety 5: and by gyourdeay- 
ng Hin 10 bave 4 egative Voice inthe making of L-wes i; where, yourwiolly exclade the King 
from having any ſhace in rhe Supreaca Authority: Then by your cating'the Bilkdps owr of +hc- 
Houle of-: erdg,. whohy tradizion alia, had beenageountted an tſeatial[part of the Supremn 
Authority 5 And by your declaring.tothe-Lords, thdiifthey wouldner joyne with, you th. for- 
ting _ p Hitia, (Which they long refafed) you whuld Renleitwithouttheny which you could 
hor Jultly | f 
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have.done, and they kad any.real foreits thee Bupreamewfurboriay. 
heſe things we tooke for real iNaworſlrativns,thar you unduubredly knew yourſelves 
to be the, Supreame- Authority's: ever weighiog d me :inusell other \your:indulgenc 'copreſ< 

s goncerntag the King & Lerds. It teing indeed impoſſitle for us39-betotverhavitcan-confiſt, eitber- 
with abe afery or fr dome of the Nation, $0-bd governed e/her by theee orqwoSyprexmcs, eſpecial 
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& Safety, that the one hath been knowne to puniſh whar the edher ach 


| ef reward; when not onely the freedome of the people is direQly oppoſite to the Prerogarives 
of the King and Lords, bur the open enemies of the one, have been declared friends bythe 
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other, as the Scots were bythe Houſe of Lords. IT, AP WE 
(F) And when as moſt of the oppreſſions of the Common-wealth have in all times been 
brought upon the people by the King and Lords, who nevertheleſſe would be ſo equal in the 
Supreame Authority, as.that there {hould be no redrefle of grievances, no Provifion Tor ſafety, 
but at tlicir pleaſure. For our parts, we profeiie our ſelves is far from judging this to be con- 
fitent with Freedome or Safety, that we know no great cauſe wherefore we afhifted'yauin the 
late Wars, but in hope to be delivered by you from ſo intoller- ble, ſo dellgnQiven; ondage, 
ſo ſoone *$ you thould /throvgh Gods bleſſing upon the Armies raiſed by:Yeu/ þe enabled. 
/G) But to our excecding cricfe, we have obſerved thar no ſooner Gad yquchſif 
Vieory, and blefleth you 'with facceſſe,” an@ thereby enableth you to put u$þwef} 
N tion into # abſolute condition'of'Freedome and Safery 7 bur” according: agy þ 
accuſtomed, p3ſling' by the ruine'of 4 Nation, and all the blood that hath been (pilt by the 
King and His Party, ye betake your ſelves to a Treaty with Him, thereby puttitg Him that is 
bur one ſingle perſor, and: a publique Officer of the Common«wealth,” in'competition with the 
. whole body of rhe people, whom.ye repreſent 3 not: conſidering” thar't is impoſſible for you 
to erect 2ny authority equall to your ſelyes; and degzared to all the world that you will not 
alter the Ancicht Government, front thitof King, Lords, and'Commons:” nor 6ncemen= 
tibning (in caſe 6Fdifference) which of thent br mm: but leaving that point (which was 
the thickeſt cauſe of ll our publique differences, diſtnrbances, Wars and miſcries Jas uncertain 
: a3 EVE: | | SPY K 
H) In ſo mich as we who upon theſe grounds have laid out our ſelves every way to the 
utmelt of our abilicies ; and all others throughout the Land, Sonldiers and others who have 
done the like in- defericeof our Supreame Aurhority,” ahd in oppoſition to the *King, .cannor 
'but deeme.our ſelves inthe moſt 'dangero#s condztion ot all others, Icfc without all plea of In- 
demprity, for what we have done, a8 already many have found byloffe of their lives and liber- 
ties, cither for things doneor ſaid againſt the King ; the 1 aw of the Land frequently taking 
place, and precedency avainſt and before your Authority, which we efteemed Supreame, . an 
againſt which rio L:w-ought-to be pleaded,: Nor can we poſlibly conceive how any that haye 
any waies aflifted-you,' can'be _— from the'guilt'of 'murders and robbers,” by the preſent 
Lau es in force, ib you perhiſt to viſclaime'the Supreame Authority, though” their owhe'C5H- 
ſetience dve acquit them, as havittg” oppoſed none but manifeſt 'Tyrims, *Oppteſfors” and 
their adherents. - ? FEE Tos E964 A Shae nt, ape rot TY” 
(I) And whereas a *Pcrſonall Treaty, or any Treaty with the King, h:th been long time 
held forth as rhe onely meanes of aſafe and wel-grounded Peace; 7t is well knowne to have been 
cried 1p principally Ly ſach-as bave been diſaffeted unto you.; and though you kaytcommragicttd it, 
yet it is belceved that you much feare the iflue z as you have caule ſufficient, except you ſee 
greater 4l:eration in the King/atid His party then is” generally obſerved;' thete having never 


yer been any Treaty with Him,' but! w:F accompabied with Tome under -hand'deating 3 and 
whilſt the PRE force npon Him (though ' ſeeming liberty) will in time to: tome be cer- 
tainly be pleaded, againſt all char ſhall or'can be agreed upon : nay, what-can you confide in 
if you conſider how He harh' been provoked 3 and what former Kings upon leffe provocati- 
on haye done, after Oathes,/Laws, Charters, Bonds, Excommunications,.'and all tits of Re- 
conciliations ,"to the deſt uRion 'of 'all-thoſe thic had provoked and oppoſed them +* yea; 
when yourſelves {6 ſoone''as He-had figned thoſe .Bils in the beginning of this Parliathent, 
ſaw cauſe to tell them, That even about the tims of paſſing theſe Bils, ſome defigne' or other was 
on foot, which if it had taken effe& would '\not only have rendre4 thoſe Bils fruitleſſe, but 
bavc'reduced you to a worſe condition of confuufion then that wherein the P arliament foamid you: © 
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 Aadif you contider what new Wars, riiings, revolting, invaſions,'and plortings have.beenie 


face this Taſt cry fora Perſona]]l Treaty, you will nor blame usif we wondF} ar your haſty 
prvemtaingy thereunto : eſpecially conſidering the wonderful] Vi&tocies, which "God hath 
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- . (X) Weprofeſſe we cannot choſe hut fand amazidto conſider the inc- 
©. Vitable danger we ſhall be in, though, all things in- the Propoſitions were.a- 
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greed unto, the Reſolutions of the King and his party have been perpetually, 
violently, and 1mptacably proſecuted and manifeſted againſt ns, and thar 
with ſuch ſcorne and indignation, that it mult be more then ſuch ordinary 
bonds that mult hold them, Fw 4 
And it-is no lefſe a wonder to us, that you can place your owne ſecurity 
therein, or that ever you can imagine to ſee a free Parliament any morein 
Enpland, . | | | , | | 
©) The truth is.:(and we ſee we muſt either now ſpeake or forever be {iz 
lent,) We have long expeAted things of another naturefrom you, and ſuch as ' 
we are confident would have given ſatisfaftion to all ſerious people of all Parties. 
I. That you would have made good the ſupreame of the people, in this Hoxonra- 
ble Houſe, from all pretences of negative Voices, either in King or Lords, , » © 
2+ That you would have made Laws for eleflion of repreſentatives yearly, -and 
of cour/@Without writ or ſummons. FE 3? 
3. That you would have ſet expreſſe times for their meeting, Continuance and 
Diſſolution: as n0t to exceed 40. or 5 0. dayes at the moſt, and to have fixed an ex 
preſſe time for the ending of this preſent Parliament. PE 
4. That you would have exempted matters of Religion and Gols worſhip, from 
the compulſive or reſtriftive power of any authority upon earth, aud reſervedts the 


ſupreame authority an un-compulſrve power onely of appointing a way for the pub- 


lique, whereby abundance of miſery, perſecution, and heart-burning would for ever 
be avoided. | am 

' 5. That you would have diſclaimed in your ſelves and all future | Repreſenta- 
tives, a poWer of preſſing or forcing any ſort of men to ſerve in Wars, there being 


nothing more oppoſite to freedome,nor more unreaſonable in an authority impowered 
for raifing monies on all occaſions, for which, and a juſt canſe, aſſiſtants need not be 


doubted:the other tvay ſerving rather to maintaine injuſtice and corrupt parties. , 
6. That you would have made both Kings, Queenes, Princes, Dukes, Earls, 

Lords, and all Perſons, alike liable to every Law of the Land,nade or to be made; 

that [a all perſons even the Higheſt might fear and ſtand in awe,ana neither violate 


the publique peace, nor private right of perſon or eſtate, (as hath been frequent) 


without being liable to account as other men. | 
' 7. That you wonld have freed all (ommoners from the juriſdittion of the. Lords 
in all caſes : and to have taken care that all tryals ſhould be oxely of twelve ſworne 
men, and no conviftion but upon two or more ſufficient knowne witneſſes. ... 


- 8. That yon would have freed all men from being examined againſt themſelvis, 
and from being queſtioned or puniſhed for doing of that againſt which .., Law hath 
been provided. + COT | Ex —_ 
of Thee you Would have abreviated the proceedings in Law, mitigated and 
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_ 02. That youwenld have ubolied Emtyfe, rnd all keml'ef Tuxts, exrept Subs 
Balies, the ob and-onely poſt way of England. 1214s renprtaGl 
12. That you world have Init open late Tnelofirres of Fen, ant other Coms- 
1015, or have encloſed them onely or chiefly to the benefit of rhe poor. 
' 13« That you wouldthwtve confideret the oneny thowfands that are rained by per= 
peranll mipriſonment for debt, anil provided ty their enturgenren . 
14. T hat you Would have ordered ſome effettuall courſe to keepe people from 
begping uni bey gery, tn:ſ0 fraitfull a Nation us through Golls bleſſing thys s. 
15. That yor world have proportroned punts 3 more equall to offentes ; 
that fo mens Lives nnd Eftates might not be forfeited upon trivial and ſlizht vc- 


enfrons. | 
16. That you Would hrve removed the tehiam burthen of Tyrhes, ſatisfying al 
Inmpropronters, ani providing ammre 'equall way of maintenance for vie pablique 
Atiniſters. | | I | 
I «4 That you World have raifed a flock of Afoney ont of thoſe many confiſca- 
ted Effates you have had, for yayment of thoſe Who contributed wwolmnarily abvoe 
their abilities, before you had provided for thoſe that debarſed owt of their [uder= 
HEL a2 
ay 8. That you world have bunnd your ſetues antl all fature Parhaments from 
rholi Ding propriety, leveling mens Eſtates, or makin all things common. 
19, you world hve detlared what the dary or bafineſſe of vhe Kinply vf- 
fice 15, and What net, and aſcertained the Revenne, paſt increaſe or diminntion, that 
fo there might never be more quarrell ubont rhe ſame. | | 
* 20, That you world have reffifiedthe ela of pubYizpre D ffiers for che City 


of London,of every particalar Company therein, katy: hn Cormmonalty Yhereof 


Þo their jaft Rights awoff wnpufHy witk- ld from them 3v tt. 
ning of cornpr intereff, oppoſite to rommon Freedame, and exeredingly prejudicial 
ts the trade nnd mipmfafireres of tha Nation. © EY 

; 23, "That you wenlJl bn've matte full and araple 1eparations to all perſons that 
had been oppreffed by femences 1m high (ommyſſion, Srar-chamber, and Comncell 


Prouncing and inainitar 


ÞBourd, or by any kind of Mdomopelizers, or projettors, and that ont of the etates of * 


thoſe that were authors, aflors or promoters of fo intolerable miſthefs; and that 
without math xttenboe. | ES, 
- 2, That you world bhuve aboliftied all Commirtees, and have tonveyettall buſr- 
weſſes into the tyne merhol of rhe uſuull Trials of the {vnmon-walth. % 
23. That you wontil nmr have followed the example of former tyranmomn ard ſu- 
perftirions Parliaments, in making Orders, Ordinances or Laws, or in appoiming 
paniſoments concerning opinions f things ſupernatarall, ſtyling ſome blaſphennies, 
ethers herejfits ; when x: you know your ſeboes eaſily miſtaken, and that divine 


hr an Wherchanticing from all Plone- - 
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ae t. themſelves, and to affright men from 
that liberty of diſcourſe by which corruption andtyr any mould be ſoon diſcovered; 

* 24. That yoa noald have declared what the buſiaeſfe of the Lords War, ant aſ- 
certaine their condition, ubt derogating from tbe libertios of othar meny hat fe there 
might be an end of ſtriving about the ſame. _ 

25. That you would have done juſtice upon the cagitall authars, aud pramoters 

"the forever or Iate Wars, many of them being. under your pewer : Conſidering 
thar merry to the Wicked, i oruelty to the inmcent : and thet all your lenity doth 
but mate thee the more inſolent and preſumptuous, 


_ © 26. That jou would have provided conſtant pay for the Army now nnder the 


Comind of the Lord renerall Fairfax, and given rales to-all Judges, and all 0- 
ther pablique Officers throughout the Land for their Indempuity,aud for the ſaving 
harmeleſſe all that have'axy wayes afſtſted yon, or that bave faid or dane any thing 
arainff rhe King, Ducen; or any of His party ſince the beginning of this Parlia- 
ment, without which any of Hi party ace.in a better condition then thoſe Yoho have 
ſerved yow; nothing being move frequent with them, then their reviling of you and 
onr77 fs | | 
q rp. Sane Worthy eAtts which have been done and atchived by this Army, 
and their adherents (however ingratefully ſuffered to be ſe ized as Seftaries, 
and mev of corrupt judgements) in defence of the juſt authority of this honawrable 
Hoafto1d of the common liberties of the. Nation and in oppoſition to all kind of Ty- 
rannic and oppreſſion, being ſo far from meeting an odious eAtt of Oblivion, kh 
they vather deſerve a mot honourable Af of perpetuall remembrance, to be au « 
Pattenve of pie vertue, fidelity, and reſolution 10 all poſterity. | 
27. you would have laid to heart all the abundance aa blood that 
buth been ſpilt, and the infinite ſpoile and havock that hath been made of peaceable 
harmleſſe people, by expreſſe Commiſſions from the Kingzand ſeriouſly to have con- 
ftaered Whether the juſtice of God be likgly to be ſatisfied, or this yet cominuing 
Wrath appeaſed, by an Af of Oblivion. 4s 
| The and the like we have long time Info 'Jou would haufominded, and have 
made ſuch an eſtabliſhment for the generall peace and contentfull [athifattion of all 
ſorts of people, as ſpounld have been to the happineſſe- of all futnre generations, 
ant which we moſt. earneſtly deſire you wonld ſet your ſelves ſpeedily to effet; 
Whey eby the almoſt dying honour of this moſt honourable Houſe, would be againe 
rtvived, and the hearts of your Petitioners and all ather wel-affefted people, be 
afreſs renewed unto you, 'he Freedome of the Nation (noW in perpetuall hazard) 
world be firmely eftabliſhed, for which yok wonld once more be ſo ſtrengthened with 
thi love of the people that you ſbontd not need to caſt yonr eyes any other iy (an 
def Gd) for your ſeturity : but if all this availeth nothing, God be our Guide, for 


with heweth us not a way for our preſervation. . 
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and ound our ſelves by Oath. to defend that: His Swpremacy ; and wealwayes 
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The eAnſwer of the (ommons,to a Petition, mn the 


| rams of thouſands welaffeted perſons, ec. ? 
(A) 


His Houſe is very well pleaſed with your. deſires of - 
Peace, and hopes,that (when you are ſatisfied,the waies 
by you propounded for obtaining it, are not conducing. 
| to that end, but tending to the encreaſe of ſuch meanes, 
MI as may maxe the War endlefſe, and the troubles of this. 
L= 2 Kingdome infinite) your right affefions. will. follow 
right reaſon, and they therefore are willing to informe you of thoſe miſtakes, 
which were the'cauſe of thoſe Propoſitions, which you have framed in or- 
der to Peace. | | EEE cot a, 
And firſt, we cannot but take notice of what you ſay, that you engaged on our . 
part againſt the King ; You know we raiſed Armes at firſt, and engaged ſuch, 
as aſſiſted us. for King and Parliament ; and yon know both we and you, 
tooke * a Proteltation to defend the Kings Perſon, Honour and Eſtate ; and 
you know both you and we are the Kings SubjeAs, and ought by the duty of 
our Allegeance to adhere to Him and defend Him : and we-cannot make, 
War upon Him, nor on our fellow. Subje&s (His adherents) withour beach. 
of our Allegeance ; All 'which might ſufficiently informe you; that we have. 
niade no- avowed War againſt the King, but againſt His' evill Counceſſors :. 
and we beleeved,' if we ſhould have told you, that we intended to make War : 
againſt the King, you wonld not have aided us at all,knowing it high Treaſon,: 
(as you profeſſe you doe) which was the reaſon the' engagement wasfor King. 


* 


and Parliament. POLOS. - 1 Aa hy 
. Next we with, that yon-would keepe your ſelves within the bounds of obe- - 
dience, and not preſume to anticipate .our Councels, and prevent our pro-: 
ccedings, as you 48, by telling us, what you expe our reſolutions to be ,. 
weare contented to receive information of yur grievances from you, but. 
muſt not be ſchooled, 'or Magiſtrated by you, although in the beginning, we. 
gave \way to ſome ſich Petitions, in ' regard of rhe diſtempers ;of.your,, 
minds, whereby the Lords and many of our owne Members, were over-awed,. 
yet this Houſe cannot approve that ſuch courſes are agreeable to Law or 
(B) Where you ſay, that you had not enraged. on the part of thy Poule, but. 
that you judged thu Houſe the ſupreame authqrity.of E neland, is very Rrange 7 
vs; your ſelves, as we beleeve (as well is Wye) having according to.the com-. 
mon duty, and the Law of the Land; acknowledged before G0d,that rhe King 
# the onely Supreawe Governour of thu Realme, over all perſons and in all cauſes, 
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| - -callourfelvesHis Commons, and His Houſe of Commons; and'tnake Petiti..  * 


ons to Him for His grace and favour, ſtyling Him (as He is) one moſt gra- 


tious Soveraigne, and Leige Lord ; and the experience of all times, and'the ** 


. opinion of all men of ſound jadgement (Divmes and Lawyers) being;that this 
: Kingdome is a Monarchy, and ſo acknowledged in many Ads of Parliament, 


and this Houſe wasinſticuted by the Kings Predecefſors; All Townes ſend- 


ing Burgeſſes by their Grants : And you know you ingaged for: the Lords, as 
well as for this Houſe. We beleeve your mention .of our Sypremacy is t ut a 
- ptetence,and that you meane to aſſume the power you ſay is in the people,and 
exclude this Houſe, as well as King and Lords. It is true, the Members of tis 
- Houſe were choſen by the people of the ſeverall Countries and Townes, that 
ſent us to repreſent their [Petitions to the King, not themſelves againſt the 


King; and our conſent to ſach things as the King ſhall pl-aſe to ena, is neceſ- 
fary ; but you omit that we are called by the Kings Writ, without which, 
. we conld not come together, nor be ſent ; - And we are not called to redreſſe 


grievances, but to preſent them : for you may very well know-the courſe that 
all Parliaments, (at leaſt rhe Houſe of Commons) have taken in this kinde, 
which is to Petition the King for redreſle, and after advice for proviſion of 


ſafety. 

- That which you ſay, that the King was at moſt, but the chief publique Officer 
. of this Kingaome, is contrary to the profeſſions of this Houle in this preſent 
Parliament, divers As of former Parliaments, and the knowne Law; and its 
' atitle no age in this Kingdome ever heard of : Could you imagine,” that the _ 


Supreame Governour is but an Officer, there being go power to command 


- Him, all being His Subjects > Looke into the Scripture ; were the Kings there 
- Officers to any ? and hath the King of Exglard lefle power,then God allowed 


the Kings of his owne people ? or have the people of England greater power, 


: theri the people of God had ? Its true, Kings are Miniſters of: God, :butRu- - 
. ters of the people; and there is nothing more abſurd, then that he whois 
. the Ruler of all, ſhould be intitled only an Officer to all ; Its true, the funQi- 
on of a King is profitable to all, and He watches for thegood of all, bur it.no 
\ way agrees to His calling to be an Officer in'that ſenſe z that1s; to be ſubor- 
'dinate to any, and cannot ſtand with His Supremacy,” which we'have'{worne 


to defend. : | | 1930-03-42 THe 
And againſt what you ſay ; All the Laws of our Kingdome tell us,the King 


- isaccountable to none bur God onely ; and this hath been ſo knowne a truth, 


as this Houſe thought none had been ignorant-of it;; and this Houſe hath ne- 


; ver pretended to anyiſuch power;though it hath ſometimes contributed to the xd.2 
- ends/of fone Trayterous ufurpers againſt their lawfull Kings,. being over-aw- 
- edby.tercour of Armies, and thereby, no lawfull Parliaments ; And you are - 
- exceedingly, deceived, in that you ſay, that all authority/is derived from:the E 

people, for God gives the King His Authvrity ; and-in the Scripture-you fidd:” _ 
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of theworld to'þe sypified by Kings, andthe Scripture cals Ks, Gods ; 'and 
#.alpowerhad-beenderived from the people, thoſe tiples/had beenweryin- 
.compatible to therr Qtce ; And if you cannot finde any praofe of fach a de- 


 Livation-in Scripruxe, 4tsto0 dangerous a precipice to:put our {elves'on, by 
rotting into: fo grievous :aſtn as Rebellion, upon 'jmaginary ſtories ; :and we 


are very forry that you had an ill gronad inraking up Armes, and a'worle in- 
tention to tune them again your King; The Law of the Land (as your felves 


_ .exprefle) making it Treaſon to ratſe War againitthe King ; :anid that bemg:fo 


without all exception, and no plca againſt it, you may aflure your ſelves, :that 
this Houſe had no ſuch power as you meane, far there would not have deen 
ſuch a Law for the King, and none for it, ifit were ſo ; And therefore you 
ſee how you were deceived, and what need there is both of Peace, and of an 
Act of Oblivion, in regard of His Majelty, and the pardon of Almighty God, 
for the many. evils you have fallen into by this miſtake. 

(C) You fay you corfdered the manifeld oppreſſions brought upon the Nation 
by the King, Hts Lords, aud Biſhops ; You very well know, that mthe many 
Remonſtrances of this Houſe to the King, we ſtill proteſted, that thongh we 
repreſented onr grievances to Him, it was with no thought to caſt:any ble- 
miſh upon His Majeſty, but that we knew they were the faults of His Mind. 
ſters, and we muſt have cenſured our ſelves, if we ſhould have ſpoken evill of 


. our Soveraigne, and mult therefore blame this your expreſſion of oppreſſion by 
"the King; And to let yon ſee your fault, looke on the Ship-moncy, m whom 


was the faule there ? though we ſay it were an oppreſſion ; was it not infach 
aSadviſed the King, that by Law He might doc it, and theſe were che ſworae 
Judges? | | 2117 
ou know the great aſſiſtance this Houle . hath had from the Lords this 
Parliament, and therefore you-do not well to charge the Lords with oppreſ- 
fion in generall ; if any Lords kave done amiſle, it is not the fault of others, 


. nor of their order or condition, and it hath been a grievons crime among the 


people, chat whenever there was any offence commutted by any perſon, they 


- would forthwith 'reproach al{ men of the ſame- calling; a. courſe as foolith, 


as uncharitable, to accuſe the Goverament for the perſons faults : yet this ap- 
peared to be the-greateſt cauſe of complaint againſt the Biſhops, that ſome of 


, them had done amiſie ;' and. you maſt acknowledge that our engagement 


was to remove ſuck oppreſſions as were breaches of Law, not to fight againſt 
the Law iti ſelfe, nor to uſurpe a power over the people: And itſeemes:you 
are perſwaded, that ozr Laws are oppreſſion ; and how then could this Parlia- 
ment proceed to jadge any perſons guilty of offences: againſt Laws, if the 
Laws themſelves were more criminall then the perſons? And you would here- 
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-by make us guilcy of the blood taken forbreach of Law, at your ownempyr- 
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- tunity;;: fob no man-can be pmiſled 17 che Law, but Sor offending 2gainſt the 


King; and you-ſay yow-fonght to: take away the King, and then there isno-Male- 
rior , - ſo m-Etry 5 deſtroy men by: Lindon ſay youfought to. 
take away::. And we aſſure you; we.know no bettes condition-to. reſtore the = 
Kingdomeunts, thentw be'governed by the Lawes eſtabliſhed, whereby they: 
are the freeft: people of the-world; and were ſo inall ages paſt;- And when 
you:profefſe the.cauſe of your aſſiſting us was to dxfrex the Law, you make 
your. ſelves more guilty of blood then the Kings party, who ſay they fight 
for it. 3-988 a: 
In that you ſay: that for the continuance of that power, that hadoppreſt yon, it 
nus evidene the: King. intended'to make War ; Its true, the King did raiſe Forces, | 
burthis Houſe never ſaid, that it'was: to continne the power that oppreitthe: 
people; for ali theworld knowes, that in the' matters complained of as op-: 
preffions, He had:clearly-quirtedthem/longbeforecz And this Honſe declared, | 


' that, Way tended tothe diliblution of Government, in regard the Laws (in; 
time of hoſtility) have'not their force; bur that doth not diſolve our Allege-: 


ance tothe King; nor deſtroy-any of His rights. 

You ſay, or kaow the ſafety of the prople to-be above'all Law, but you are ve- 
ry-much deceived inthe application of that: ſentence, which; though wiſely" 
ſaid by the Philoſoptier, is no Canonicall:Scripture; nor of any validity'to di-' | 


ſpence' with our:obedience, where the word:of Godirequiresit; nor is!thar: 
_ aying underſtood by you; for that the ſafery of the peaple'u4 the Supreame Law, 


isadireQion:to: the Princes, and Rulers of the people, and toKings, not'to: 
the people at all; for if the people ſhould: judge whar'is for thefafety of the: * 
people, the Governours were'in vaine, and: you- might as well fay the Army 
ſhould lead the Generall, which:your owne experience knowes to be monſte-: 
rous ;/ and'this Houſe knowes no- Supreame Authority, but that of the King, 
which we have ſworne to defend, and there cannot. be-two' Swpreames in on 
Kingdome, as your ſelves'acknowledge, and it is: impoſlible it ſhould be, for: 
Parkaments ſit not but at the Kings pleaſure, and therefore they- wonder yow 
ſhould imagine ſuch-an authority in it; And ſo you ſee your ſelves deceived; 
both in: the authority. and cauſe fancied ; And. we underſtand nor, what 
you:meane by ating the higheſt which you might doe; andiif you intend'thereby- 
any violence to His:Majeſties Perſon, which weſuſpe&t you doe, we abhor the: 
thonght of ſo horrid. an ation, and wiſh you to repent for ſuch'thonghts, if: 
they have entred into your minds. | 

(D) As you were deceived in your grounds: for right reaſon, flattering) 
your ſelves with your private ' opinions, ſo much more, in ſuch as you:take! 
from theprocecdings of this Houſe; for the Judges were'not condemned by! 
itfor declaring the King to- bethe-Judge'of ſafery, but forthe” conſequente: 
they deduced from thence, whichi:was to levie Ship: money, for yeuyerp welb 


knew; tharithere may-be;.as there have been, ſack ſuddainc/accidents; -whemiv —_Þþ 
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is impoiſible'tocalſ@ Patliament, whercby the ſafety of the Kingdome quay! - _ 


be in danger, and the time required for the King to provide the remedy loſt o 
and this your ſelves muſt needs acknowledge. LE vs Es 
'- And we never denied the King a negative Voice, as you ſay, but we faid, he. 
onght to conſent to ſuch good Laws, as His two Houſes ſhould: preſent to 
Him ; but that is not to deny H:m -a vegative Yoice ; And we muſt acknow: . 
ledge there can be no Law of force without His conſent, and He mult judge it | 
good, or elſe He is not bound to give His conſent ; for otherwiſe His:condi- 
tion were worſe then a Subject. Sod 
+ For taking away the Biſhops votes out of the Lords Houſe, you know 'there 
 wasan Ac with the conſent of the King and Lords, without which it could 
not have been done : and though upon your 1mportunate Petition this Houſe . 
faid, they would ſettle the Z:/:ria without the Lords (doubting the violence 
then threatned,) it doth not follow they could have done it ; But we belceve 
that thereby, and by your tumults, the Lords (chat remained) were moved to 
joyne with us, which otherwiſe-they would not have done : But theſe procee- 
dings ouzht not to be drayne into example, nor -the conſequences of theſe 
ations expetted from us, no more then your threats, which cauſed many 
Members to depart, fit ſilent, or conſent to what you would have, If you ac- 
count this Horſe the Sapreame e Authority, you ought no more to have threat- 
ned them, then ſuch: as now ſit, for they were as much truſted by their 
Countries, as thoſe that remaine, and their Countries that, ſeat them-cannor . 
in juſtice be bound by what is done, when their Truſtees are driven-away-; nor - 
can a part remaining be the repreſentative body of the people. + 
-(E) You miſtake Demonſtracions for -Syppolitions, and:you-extend:the ex» 
preſſions of this Houſe to your own deſires, to have them profefle Supremacy : 
co the King & Lords beyond our meaning : So youdo us injary,when:you eall; 
onr expreſſions indulgent, that declare our judgement of the Right of the; 
King, and Lords, and fay they are weighed downe by thoſe other proceedings 
of ours, and ſo would brand us for double - dealing, and impoſture with the : 
people : And we wender (ſince you know we pretend not to. power to give 
an Oath,nor judge a Crime,bur'tranſmir it to the Lords for their juJgement) 
chat you ſhould (againſt all example) imagine fuch a power ia this Houſe, 
which we never had, nor can without horrid impiety aflume; And all judge. 
ments and piiniſhments ated by the Lords, or this Houſe, are done by power 
derived from the King, and in His name, as your ſelves well know, and with- : 
out which no obedience were due by the people to them, or us: And we can- 
not execute, nor claime any more, then we have by the kaowne Law of the- 
Land, and by the graunts of His Majeſty, and former Princes. And you would 
have ſuch words, as were uſed by us in cafes of difference touching Priviledges 
daimed by us, to out-weigh ſuch determinations, as were made upon long 


/ >  * conſideration, foritfals out often, that. though we have claimed ſomething 
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+ asofgright'belonging tots, we have been fatisfied-of :the contrary mpan do 


\ there is any Supreame bur the King, the deniall whereof upon mens imagina- :. 


And you thereby diſcover yaur impatience to live under any Government. bur : 


_ people to keepe:it from Him. | 


| themthe breath of their noſtrils, and the publique ſafety bound np in that of 


ples of Godly men inall ages, $0. vilitic your. Soveraighe (co whom, on 
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Irs indeed impoſſible as yon ſay, that you ſhould beleevye that it can confft- 
with ſafety or freedsme, to be geverned either by two or three Supreames ; and as - - 
impoſſible for you to beleeve, that Eng/and hath been, ſo governed, or that: . 


ttons, that it ſhould not be ſo, (againſt all experience, and the fandamentall 
confticutions of the Kingdome) were too great folly and impudence z and . -- * 
you ought not to conclude, what the right 1s by the preſent praftice againſt 
all Antiquity,there having been many things ated in theſe times of diſtemper, 
which cannot be Foſtified” in quiet times. 2 $424 

- (F) The Kings Supremacy bath been alwaies acknowledged ; and:the two 
Houſes His great Councell ; And by advice of the Lords, and requeſt of rhe 
Commons ſuch Lawes have been enated by the Kings Predeceſlors,as we pro- . 
feſle to fight for ; and by this Government this Kingdome enjoyed the grea-- 
teſt ſtability and happinefle that hath been knowne : And the Argument you - 
uſe, that the Negative of the King and Lords hinders Refarmation, may benſed _ 
againſt all Governours, when the people are unruly, who charge their Gover- 
nours with oppreſſion, and ſay they muſt not be Judges of it, but the people ; 
which is a tate of confuſion,not lawfull liberty: nor is this conſtitution a bon- 
dage, bnt the peoples ſecurity, (which by ſuch principles of corrupt reaſon as 
you propound) would'be deftroyed;: 2nd violence and. diſorder eſtabliſhed ;- 


ſeeke to hive after. your owne will; whereby you condemne the pratice of all 
Chriſtians in.the beſt times, and nullifie the Rules of ſubjeftion God hath, 
preſcribed. bh IL ITS Ig OS 1 rel I EONS 

. (G) You muſtknow, that the. taking of Armesby.the.King, doth not can- 
cellthe obligation: we have: of Allegeance to His: Majeity ; And its a'great 
errour in you to expett fromus; that: we ſhovild alter.the Government, or in-- 
jure Him; And-as:its impoſlible' for the Supreame Authority to erect a 
power equall to.ir ſelfe ; ſo that being acknowledged in, the King, it were 
great preſumption and wickedneſſe -in-.us-to feeke to-take wr from Him, nor 
Gnwe; Andifwe take from Him what.is not juſtly-ours, by force, we gaine- | 
no-right by it, but guilt and irfamy ; And we know, that irs for the good of 
all, that the King have His right, -and it tends to the deftruction'of tie whole: | 
- And you fee in the Divine Story; that -when: zhere was no King in 1/rael, Tudges 17.8 
every man did what he pleaſed ard fithence the Scriptures have given ſucktigles. 6: A 
to Kings,. and expreſſed the neceſſity of theiricalling, and the people efteeme. ; 
their Kings, its a ſtrange Apoſtacy in you againſt all duty, Oathes and _ = 
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youhaxe fworne Allcgeanee) with-the ———————_——_ 
ficer ; and you forget, that there is no ſlavery equall ro Faftion, nor any fare 
remedy for Faction, but Monarchy ; You know, yourare not the whole peo- 
ple, and thas morediffer from you:in-this epinion, then joygne with: you, and 


that its more neceſſary you ſhould be. reconciled; then: waſted;by continualt | 


diviſions. 

- {H) While yow held your ſelves guilty of puneſkments, anurmonld haveaour 
Anthoraty-to-be your indenpmity ; OE your:greatfolly;. and difloyalty: ; 

Can-you with a-good:conſcience-breake the Lawes.you are ſubje&to'?' and1f 
you have committed: murder, and: Treaſon. againſt the Laws; donbtleſle our 

Authority cannot excuſe you againſt God, novthe Law; and though-fonce 
might ſecure:you. from puniſhment, ir: cannot: fromr guilt,” nov: the wrath. of 
God, whom you have offended, being perſwaded as yoware,. that your aQti- 

ons were mwder and treaſon by the rs) fry Zaxd;andiyour conſciences.cante 

not acquit you-from doing aGtions againſt wicked:perſons, tyrants, and: op- 

preſſors, they being not judged fo by the Law, ant yourmay as welbufe that 

reaſon-againſt us; if pou'like not our procedings, as:againſt His Najeſty;;. And: 

ifyou, and- every man may with. agoad'confoience kill:and deſtroy ſuctras 

you judge oppreflors, Laws are'to:no-purpoſe ; and where Gott hathinort gi» 

ven the ſword, its-no lefle then Rebellion to uſe it.; and its-amoſtprophane, 

and'/more-then heathenifh barbariſme, to :profeſle ſucha deftruative: Principle; 

Know 'this; that:ino man-hath-power ofithe life of anorhon bur wherethe Lay 
E ath given it, e{ſtands andifalstohis owne Maſter'; andif you kill-againſt the: 
Law; be aſſured your conſciencescannot acquit you;. for yaw have noright to 

the ſword, and hedies (as innocent):that'diesby your hands in ſich caſes. 

(T) You fay the Perſonall Treaty hath been cried up moſt by ſuch:as have- 
been-been aiſaffeFed:to us; weſhould be ſorry: that ſuch as-were'beſtaffeted 
ro-us ſhould be left deſirous: offpeace:theniany, which tisimpofiiblero lave: 
withcur a Treaty ; Andiwe are ſorry: to ſee you manifeſt anaffeQion tending* 
to the deſtruftion of your Country, toidifiwade us from:a-Treaty, and. offer: 
ſach-conſiderations of impoſlibilities. to-have' a Peace; as- are the preſent; 
force-upon'the King, and the Provocations uſed to-him ; and youmake the: 
feare-of your owne guilt a cauſe to continue the War ; as if Chriſtians:could> 
never forget offences, nor wiſe Princes pardon,nor prefer what's beſt for.their: 
people, which is Peace, but ſeeke: private revenge before publique good ; 
You would not have a Treaty nor Peace with the King, becauſe you have of= 
fended Him ;- and this Houſe beleeves, that ſome Malignant perſons, that are 
void of all Chriſtianity and' affetion ! ro their Country, have inſerted: theſe 
uncharitable and/bloody Principles; And'as you bring forth the examples of 
former Kings breaking their words, ſo-you ſhould remember likewiſe, there 
_ never be reſt to.the Kingdome in former difſentions, till Kings were're- 

red 
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af 


; and as we know: not any wnderband: dealing- bythe King: in former 
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foot to make the Bils paſſe! fruitleſſe, was never intended co refle&o08 the 
King, but on His Miniſters; And whiles.you take. notice of ther!/ings and 
Viftories, you might take notice, chat you cannot ſce when there: will Tbe an 
end of ſuch rifings ; for you did:not expe them. a yearfince, and what 2no- 
ther. year may: produce, we cannot tell, and Wwe may fear, God will-not _ le 
us longer with Victories, if we-be encmigsto Peace. 

( K) ) Your ſtanding arrazed proceedes from your miſtakes, and while you 
pretend danger from. the Kings Party as enraged againſt you, the exprefiions 
of your paſſions againlt chem appeares more criminall, then what you chaige 
them with, and doth-not. become'ſach as profeſle to hght for Religion and £4- 


. berth 


(L) We giveyou our ſence of the Particalicy mentioned by you, which 
you ſay would ſatrifie all ſerivus peaple of all parties, and hope that will filence 
youforthe time-to come. - 

I. He Cannot pretend to the Supreame eAnthority of the people in this Houſe, 
it being in the King by Law and the conſtant ſnbmiſſion of the people ; we having 
onely their Petitionary power, 4s all Parliaments acknowledge ; And to deny the © 
Negative of the King and Lords, Were Robbery When we take that ts not due to Ms; 


 anll Rebellion and diſebedzente [0 to uſwrpe 0n our King the Father of our Country; 


and a breach of onr truſt to the people, from whom we have no ſuch power, bat only 
zo conſent to ſuch things, as ſhall be ordained by Common-conncell, Flat 4 Z, by the 
King with the advice of the Lords. 

_ 2, 3. Its 0ut of our power, and not profitable for the King dome t0- FRE Parlia- 
ments every year, is experience hath tanght 1s, and that is Well provided for by 


. Bill already ; And we foall be content to. ſet a timze for the end of hi Parliament, 
 becanſe t is againſt the fundamentall conſtitutions of the K Bdome, and the J4- 


berty of the $ ie to have # perpetualh, or longer. 

%. To extmpt matters of Religion and Goals wirſoip from coercive power, be- 
Comes. not a Chriſtian State —_ TONr ery to all example..” 

. $5 (That the Supreamt. Authdricy ſhould. not. have pines to preſſe Subjefts, 
Pands ot with reaſon or ſafety of the Kingdeme. 

6. To make all men alike, and. deſtroy ell civil ſubaniinaio 45 the Article 


 £exas.to, ts contrury i the Laws and ſafety of this Ki 


7+ That the Commons ſhould be fretd from the a [En of the Lords we ron- 


erive 7s the Law eftnblifhed, and the trial by twelve men, the liberty of the Com- 


ons : Only upon appeales by Writ of Error a cauſe may be a in the dari 


- Howſeby'the navice of the:jndges and Kivgs Comma, 


$. The eighth # the Law already, that, &'c. 

9. We ſhall endeavont to eftabliſh it. _ 
' Io... T hes ſhall be done as fill as flands with the benefit of the Ki ingdome, © 
II. 7 Fes "oth We 4 re to yh fo ker as mg oy Lane: my the he proſetuinn 
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13. This we hall Ikewifo my care to provide fore 
EE: 214: - We thinks this fit ro be done. 
Ph s. <<) oo T5. We ſpall corfider of the defetts herew if any le, 
| *  I6.' We know not a more equall way, then T ythe for the Miniſters, and. tins 
411 4 other Way-wenld be worſe, this bezng moſt agreeable to Scripture, 
. We thinke yon have no cauſe to complaine of this. 
" p is. 'T hong h. future Parliaments cannot be bound by the preſent, you need nat 
: dowbt, that an) Parliament will aboliſh propriety, unleſs it be to ſattsfie Tumults. 
.- T9. For the Ki ings Authority & ſufficiently knowne, and Hu-revenue muſt be 
Taken care of, but it may lawfully increaſe and cannot be diminiſhed Without inqu- 
' flice'and damage ro the Kingdome. 
. - 20:' This owght to be examined and reformed if there be cauſe. 


21. We do not eſteeme all men oppreſſed, that were ſentenced in Star-Chamber,. 


. High-(ommiſſion, and Councell Bodrd, but for ſuch 4s have been they _ to be 
repaired according to Law and Juſtice. © 
22, 'ell Committees ſhall be aboliſhed, and matters left to ordinary proceed 
; ing ; for the Kingdome cannot be quiet, untill it be done. 
+ . 23. We ſoall not folow the examples of former ll Po lumenignd _ __ heed 
\ wg do not preſſe m5 10 it. | 
24: 11s already wnſwered,” 
25. We wonder you ſhould confeſſe your ; ſalon guilty f Thanks, 9 cry for yy 
- wverity upon thoſe, that deſere not mercy ; and if we put them to death without breach 
' of any Law, they dis innocent , and We ſhall be guilty of their blood. * | 
: 26. Wonld jow have all Taxes 'laid Sn: an1 an Army kept up" 2 Jr? world 
- your have men puniſhed for offences, and [your ſelves ſpared? you hae the Tmages are 
ſWworne to do according to LaW, and do you thinke they can acquit the gnilty (as yors 
-zudge your ſelves to be) againſt their (onſcience upon our diretftion ?-4n4 ſhould we 
direft them againſt Law, and pretend zeale for Law ? you ſee what reaſon there 1s 
rs an = of Obliviow, ani no" doubt" the Hiſtory of theſe times. will 'be Written, 
Fer erity Will judge, and if you have - broken 1he Law; ( Jou og to ronfſſs 
the pretences in the World cannot \alter the fat. 
27. Inthe War no doubt many innocent perſons have ſuffered by: _ hewide; as 
-welt-as by the Ki ings 3 and ſelfe- juſtifications and boaſtings will not" appeaſe the 
_-wrath of God ; in the meane tine there wyF- be an end Far, and Gous nth 
"Kings mercy imployed.” © | 
We know the happine ſe of- Pear and ihe an/ivy of War, and the aj wil flee 
 flnd (if we be a meanes to continue the War ) whence: their ſufferings have cane”; 
ad we have juſt cauſe to feare, we ſhall find a greater-loſſe of honor, tht yet we 
have dierued, i; OE 4yew _—_ am: t dot OM Vas wu ve proper will tis m0r e. ada! 
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